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Western Sponsors Youth on Washington, D.C., Youth Tour
Emily Ruder, Plainville, and Alex 
Lantis, Ellis, were among the nearly 
1,500 high school students from across 
the country who participated in the 
electric cooperatives’ Government 
in Action Youth Tour held June 10-17, 
2010, in Washington, D.C.

Ruder and Lantis were selected as 
the winners in the Western Coopera-
tive Youth Contest held in February.

The Youth Tour has been a joint 
effort of electric cooperatives, such as 
Western, their statewide cooperative 
associations, and the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association for 50 
years.

Each year in June, an action filled 
week provides high school students 
opportunities to learn first-hand what 
it is like to be involved in politics, com-
munity service and today’s pressing 
issues.

The students began 
their trip touring the Kansas 
State Capitol followed by 
visits to the Wolf Creek 
Nuclear Power Plant and 
the Lyon-Coffey Electric 
Cooperative before flying to 
Washington, D.C. The group 
learned about the U.S. gov-
ernment through visits with 
Congressman Jerry Moran 
and Congresswoman Lynn 
Jenkins, meetings with youth 
from other states and tours 
of museums, Capitol Hill, Ar-
lington National Cemetery 
and the White House.

“This trip was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience that 
I will never forget,” Ruder 
said. “The historical sites and 
memorials that we stopped 

at will forever 
have a positive 
impact on my life.”

In addition to taking 
in the sights and sounds 
of the nation’s capital, all 
the state groups convened 
for National Youth Day to 
learn from public figures and 
other inspirational speakers. 

“This trip was abso-
lutely amazing,” Lantis said. 
“Some of my favorite places 
were the war memorials, 
and the museums. I will 

never forget this trip and the people 
I met.”

Since 1960, Kansas’ electric co-
operatives have sponsored the trips 
of thousands of high school juniors 
and seniors to visit U.S. congressio-
nal members, energy and grassroots 
government education sessions and 
sightseeing in Washington, D.C.

For more information about this 
annual youth contest, contact Western 
Cooperative Electric at 800-456-6720 
or 785-743-5561 or visit our website 
www.westerncoop.com.

The tour included visits to historical monuments, memorials 
and museums. The delegation also had the opportunity to tour 
the capitol.

Emily Ruder and Alex Lantis pose in front of the Capi-
tol in Washington, D.C.
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Western has recently changed the look of 
our billing statements for both residential 
and commercial members. 

 Some of the new features include: 
ffDetailed charges–state, county, local, fran-
chise taxes, deferred payments, security 
deposits, security lights, and energy cost 
adjustments.
ff 12 month history–including kilowatt usage 
and number of billing days (residential 
statements only).
ffPay by Phone–number located at top of 
bill to pay your monthly bill by calling 
800-330-1025.

Residential members will see a state-
ment similar to the one at the right. This 
statement will vary slightly from member-
to-member, depending on if you read your 

meter or if a meter reader performs 
that monthly task. 

If you read your own meter, sim-
ply record your meter reading in the 
upper right hand corner of the state-
ment in the area marked “Record 
Meter Reading” (circled in red). 

Commercial members will see a 
billing statement similar to the one 
at the left, possibly with numerous 
pages with the total on the last page. 
This statement could also include a 
demand charge if applicable.

You will receive your new state-
ment format beginning with the next 
bill. 

If you have any questions please 
call our office at 785-743-5561.

Western Introduces a New Look for Statements

Residential

Commercial
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