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Freezing rain combined
with high winds led to large
power outages for parts of
southwest Oklahoma on
Oct. 27, 2020. Following the
extensive damage to power
lines and poles, Kansas
electric cooperative line
crews deployed to assist
five Oklahoma cooperatives
who requested mutual

aid assistance. Organized
by Kansas Electric
Cooperatives, Inc. (KEC),
crews from 13 Kansas co-
ops and one subsidiary
responded to thousands of
power outages caused by the storm.

In the case of a natural disaster or other ex-
treme circumstances, electric utilities can request
additional help from the surrounding coopera-
tives. By answering the call, Western Co-op lives
up to our sixth cooperative principle — coopera-
tion among cooperatives.

Six lineworkers and three bucket trucks left
for Oklahoma the afternoon of October 30 and
returned November 5. The linemen included
Crew Foreman KURT BROCK and TYLER LANG,
WaKeeney, KALEB STEFEK and DUSTIN WACKER,
Ellsworth, and ALAN AUSTIN and JAKE ARNOLD,
Plainville. In total, 68 lineworkers from 13 electric
Cooperatives traveled to Oklahoma to help in the

Dustin Wacker.

OKLAHOMA ASSOCIATION OF ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES

‘ Ice storms and freezing temperatures brought outages in southern
Kansas and parts of Oklahoma.
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Six Western linemen traveled to Oklahoma to provide mutual aid following a devastating ice storm
on Oct. 27, 2020. Left to right Jake Arnold, Tyler Lang, Kurt Brock, Alan Austin, Kaleb Stefek, and

power restoration efforts.

“Whenever we can spare
a few linemen to help other
cooperatives around the
state or nation, we do it be-
cause it may be us who need
the help the next time,” said,
General Manager Tom Ruth.
“Knowing there are organi-
zations out there who will
come to your aid gives our
members the reassurance
that if a disaster were to take
place, they would be taken
care of in a reasonable time frame.”

The Kansas crews who deployed worked
seven days, with extended hour shifts until
power was restored to all residential meters. At
one time, Oklahoma was reporting more than
4,000 downed poles. However, the state’s largest
problems were downed power lines due to ice-
covered tree limbs and leaves and extensive mud,
which slowed access to some of the downed
poles and lines.

In total, the Kansas crews were equipped with
23 bucket trucks, 14 digger trucks, pole trailers,
foreman pickup trucks, and additional equip-
ment. With a favorable weather forecast, crews
were able to make quick work restoring all those
households without power.

TOM RUTH, GENERAL MANAGER
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Western
Employees

JERRY CASEY BOB MCCOY
KELLYE IRVIN VIVIAN RUSS
KELLY OWENS BRAD BARTA
KENNY FLAX KALEB STEFEK
MARK KLEIN DALTON NUTTLE
DAVE CONNESS COLLEEN KLEIN
BRADY BITTEL CRAIG CRAMER
TONYA KELLER AARON FRIEB
CHAD SCHOENTHALER MATTHEW NEFF
KURT BROCK SETH BITTEL
ALFRED KATT ALAN AUSTIN
JAY SCOTT JAKE ARNOLD
CHRISTINA LOWRY CHASE NEWELL
TOM BAYUK NEIL MALSAM
RON ASCHENBRENNER CHANCE DEMEL
JEFF MATTHEYER LEVI SCHNEIDER
TYLER RENARD JOSH TESSENDORF
MELISSA SHERFICK TOM RUTH
NATHAN BUDIG TYLER LANG

SANDY SMITH DALTON HENSLEY
ASHLEY GARRETT NICHOLAS GEIST
TERRY KUHN VALERIE SCHNEIDER
SHELLI NOWLIN BYRON

SCHONTHALER
GENE HEDDING

HUNTER FOLSOM
JOHNNY HOWARD

NOLAN NUMRICH
BOBBY ZEMAN

GINA DEAVER
DUSTIN WACKER

TAP PENKA
STACEY MALSAM

CHASE WERNER
ANDREW SCHULTZ
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Craig Crossland
President
District 2

Terry Hobbs Richard Schaus
Vice President Secretary-Treasurer
District 1 District 2

Landon Heier
Trustee
District 3

Charles Luetters
Trustee
District 3

Frank Joy Marvin Keller
Trustee Trustee
District 2 District 1

Susan Rohleder

Dale Weinhold
Trustee Trustee
District 1 District 3
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METERS CONSUMER-MEMBERS PER MILE
4,009
MILES OF LINE EMPLOYEES

$103.12

LOWEST RESIDENTIAL RATES AMONG
28 KANSAS COOPERATIVES RESIDENTIAL AVERAGE MONTHLY BILL
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